Combination chemotherapy followed by radiation therapy in patients with regional stage III unresectable non-small cell lung cancer.
A chemotherapy combination of cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, and cisplatin (CAP) was administered to 30 patients with stage III M0 or M1 (supraclavicular nodes) unresectable non-small cell lung cancer before and after radiotherapy. All patients had mediastinal metastases and most had T2 or T3 primary lesions. The response rate (complete plus partial) after two cycles of CAP was 47%, which increased to 66% (24% complete response rate) following radiotherapy. The overall median survival from initiation of chemotherapy was 9 months. CNS relapse occurred in five (26%) of 19 responding patients who did not receive prophylactic cranial irradiation in the early part of the study.